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Context: 
Staffordshire 
University

Courtroom-based activities: 

 Mock trials (1st year UG)

 Real court attendance 
(1st year UG & ongoing)

 Context-based teaching       
(1st & 2nd year UG)

 Mock cross-examinations    
(2nd & 3rd year UG & PG)

 Final cross-examinations  
(Final year UG & PG)



CROSS-
EXAMINATION 
ASSESSMENTS

3rd Year UGs

May 2020

MS Teams

Custom backdrop

Usher, Evidence-in-Chief & Cross-
Examination

No Judge 



Remote Cross-
Examination

Reflections

Looked more realistic

Live so still felt scary!

Device issues overcome

Connection worries overcome

Flexibility for rescheduling



Context: 
Courts 
during COVID

 ~50% courts closed (Mar)

 Jury trials ceased (Mar-May)

 90% hearings remote, ~2,800 per 
day (Apr)

 Kinly Cloud Video Portal used

 Almost all courts open publicly (Jul)

 10 temp ‘Nightingale Courts’ (Aug)

 £142 million investment to 
modernise 100 courtrooms

Source: Screen from HMCTS webinar on 15th July 2020

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hmcts-online-event-15-july-2020-use-of-remote-hearings-to-maintain-justice-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak


Mock Court 
Upgrade

Simulation & case 

management system

Video & audio

Live stream 

3D scans 

Project onto walls or device



2020-21 & Beyond

Video &/or stream mock 
trial (staff & law 
students)

3D scan of Old Crown 
Court

Real & dramatized court 
cases 

Public gallery in real 
court cases

Free interactive court 
resources (next slide)

Critique & discuss with 
live tasks & quizzes

Audio record answers to 
cross-examination Qs

Collaborative ‘wall’ 
sharing relevant 
contemporary cases



Free Online 
Resources
3D Interactive Magistrate’s Court with Animated Speech 
(https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/educationprograms/3d-interactive-court-
room/)

360° Tour of Supreme Court (https://www.supremecourt.uk/visiting/360-
degree-virtual-tour.html)

Virtual Tour of a High Court (https://www.judiciary.uk/you-and-the-
judiciary/going-to-court/high-court/the-rolls-building/virtual-tour/)

‘Cracking the Case’ - what the CPS does & what happens in court 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5zn2cbIai8)

Interactive Witness Journey through Court – Victim Support 
(https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/courtroom/) 

Oscar Pistorius Trial: Tuesday 15 April 2014, Session 1 - SABC News 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQBha2ZCAjU)

Scripted Mock Trials – Civil and Criminal 
(https://www.lawlessons.ca/teaching-resources/mock-trial-scripts)

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/educationprograms/3d-interactive-court-room/
https://www.supremecourt.uk/visiting/360-degree-virtual-tour.html
https://www.judiciary.uk/you-and-the-judiciary/going-to-court/high-court/the-rolls-building/virtual-tour/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5zn2cbIai8
https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/courtroom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQBha2ZCAjU
https://www.lawlessons.ca/teaching-resources/mock-trial-scripts


www.research4justice.ac.uk
@Res4Just 

#JusticeToolkit

http://www.research4justice.ac.uk/


#RemoteForensicCSI Networking Platform 
hosted through MS Teams?

Survey for Feedback 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=8nivV33IZkS3u2tsyZ7RJJ7emPwFdGpJmZhejUwhyINURTVJREZBRFg3UVNERExRUk1QS1lTTjgzSy4u


Thank you for listening!

Dr Rachel Bolton-King
Associate Professor of    

Forensic Science

@DrRachelBK
r.bolton-king@staffs.ac.uk

(01782) 294367

mailto:r.bolton-king@staffs.ac.uk
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